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Violence and safety in school is becoming more and more important as we continue to see all of the bad things that are happening lately.  For instance the children in the Sandy Hook shooting were sent to school one day thinking it was going to be like any other school day, but it turned out to be some of the students’ worst days of their lives.  A shooter had entered the building and starting shooting throughout the school, ending up killing some of the teachers and 27 students.  That is just one example of violence in a school setting and why safety is so important in schools. In this paper I am going to talk about bullying, poverty and racism being the big problems in school settings that cause violence.

First let’s talk about bullying; bullying is one of the main causes of suicide.  In the journal article, “From bullied to bravery: 1 girl's story,” it talks about a girl named Ally and how she was bullied by her classmates in school.  Ally had been taking medicine for Hashimoto's thyroiditis and Graves' disease and the second grade and it caused her to gain over 60 pounds.  All her classmates and even her friends started taunting her and would tell her that she was huge and gross.  The bullying continued into fourth and fifth grade when one of the popular boys in school tried to get others to hate her and not let her play on the playground because they said she would break it and that she ate too much.  Some of Ally’s friends went as far as telling her that they were only friends with her so they had something to laugh at.  When Ally hit eighth grade one of her friends decided to turn on her.  Her friend prank called her and she had gotten other kids to text her saying she was worthless and that her mom should have aborted her.  Ally was pushed into lockers, spit on, tripped, and Ally kept all of this from the teachers and her mom.  She was afraid of being called a snitch. When Ally was still in eighth grade she tried to commit suicide.  Her mom walked in on her with her father’s heart medication in her hand. Ally said, “Mom, I don’t think I want to live anymore.” 

Now that Ally has dealt with this her whole life she has decided to make something good out of it.  After all of the therapy she was put through, she decided that she wanted to share her story and talk to people about suicide.  She has talked over 67 people out of suicide in one year.  Ally said, “My story is not for me, it’s to help other people” and “by sharing my story, I hope I can show kids that it does get better.”  
Before Ally tried to commit suicide, you wouldn’t have thought that she was being bullied by the way she acted in school around the teachers. Bullying is a serious problem within schools, and can cause so many problems, if not suicide. 

The second problem students run into a lot in school is poverty and racism. In the journal article, “Addressing the Challenge of Disenfranchisement of Youth: Poverty and Racism in the Schools,” it talks about how poverty is huge in schools with multiple racial and ethnic groups.  It says, “Currently about one-quarter of Blacks, Hispanics, and Native Americans are living in poverty in the U.S compared to less than ten percent of Asian Americans or Whites.”  The stereotypes that are associated with living in poverty like joblessness, homelessness, no health care, crime, and racism really affects children.  It can actually lead children into disorders such as depression and also give them anxiety or fear.  Along with those problems, in schools the teachers seem to fail to acknowledge students of different races and the textbooks within the school do the same.  That often causes students to become dropouts.  Not including different races and ethnic groups can also lead to acting out, which is when people begin to believe that they are bad students, when really it’s because they felt unwanted and excluded from the learning.

Now I’m going to go back to what I talked about in the introduction, the Sandy Hook Shooting. A man at the age of 20 took a gun and went into Sandy Hook Elementary on December 14, 2012.  Like I said before, he ended up killing 27 students and six staff members. On the news stations, newspapers and websites, the students that were killed during the shooting were labeled as “angels.”  Another shooting happened in Chicago where 8 black students were murdered.  The news stations, newspapers, etc. labeled these students as “young murdered Black child victims.”  The journal article, "Sandy Hook Elementary School Angels,” is another study on racism and discrimination.  The article talks a lot about how bad stereotyping is within the schools.  It describes how media associates blacks with being more of criminals than white people.  Again racism and discrimination in school plays a huge role in the black students because they are feeling unwanted and are described as people that they actually are not.  This kind of stuff leads to depression, anxiety, suicide, and it is a huge factor of dropouts.  Students that are excluded from daily learning feel that they shouldn’t be there because they aren’t included on the activities that are happening. Racism is a huge factor in school violence and suicide.
Bullying, racism, and poverty are huge parts of how students act in school and towards other people. Starting with Ally’s story on being bullied her whole life, she may not have shown it to the teachers, but she was always quiet in school and antisocial because everybody was mean to her and drove her to think she was worth nothing to the world. The last two articles on racism made me realize a lot on why people do the things they do after dropping out of school, and what some of the main reasons of dropping out are.  Making students feel unwanted and excluding them from what they want to be doing is completely unacceptable.  As a teacher, I know that I need to include every single student no matter their age, race, readiness, etc.  All students should be excited to come to school rather than dreading it. 
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